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the story of the fall of man. We are beginning to accept the
fact but we are as yet unaware of the cause or the cure. We
remain, so far, mere sentimentalists.

What has happened to England is that the religion of progress
has lived on into an age of visible decline. To see clearly is to
lose faith; to retain the belief in progress is to defy reason. The
gods of the market-place have lost their magic and there is no
place left to go except the world of make-believe.

These things have happened before, but never in an age of
popular education and a national press. Christianity con-
quered the despair of the Roman world in the third, fourth, and
fifth centuries by word of mouth and by example, but it did not
^have to face a mass-educated, mass-propaganded body of
opinionated ignorance. 'Upon this empire, as upon that of
Rome, calamity has at last fallen. A horde of intellectual
barbarians has burst in upon it and has occupied by force the
length and breadth of it. The result has been astounding.
Had the invaders been barbarians only they might have been
repelled easily: but they were barbarians armed with the most
powerful weapons of civilization. They were a phenomenon
new to history; they showed us real power in the hands of real
ignorance, and the work of the combination thus far has been
ruin, not reorganization.' This famous and fateful prophecy,
made in 1879, is now fulfilled* Christianity to-day has to
reconquer the world from its allegiance to the false gods of the
enlightenment, but its task is far more difficult than at any
previous stage in Christian history. The vast engines of
propaganda speak to the mass mind, not to the souls of men.
In any case we do not control them and have the most limited
access to them. Christian education is penalized and placed
under the stigma of being denominational, which is precisely
as sane as to deride and penalize patriotism on the ground that
it is national, Men and women not only wish but have an
indefeasible natural right to bring up their children in the light
of those truths by which they themselves live; the mounting
record of crime and the decay of morality bear ample witness to
the penalty which society is paying for having denied that right
and to the guilt of those who have acquiesced in, the denial.
The influence of the new art of broadcasting has been less